The Lord ’s Day
November 8, 2020 at 10:30 AM
We welcome you to worship today. It is a privilege to have you as our guest.
As you join us today, begin to worship quietly with personal prayer.
Please turn off your cell phone and turn your hearts and minds toward God.
We prepare for worship

Take a moment and meditate on this as you prepare for worship…
Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.
Proverbs 27:5, 6
Prelude

Mrs. Wendy Wickham

Aisquith Life and Opportunities
We praise our great God
Call to Worship

Psalm 31:1-5 (ESV)

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; in your righteousness deliver me!
Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily! Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me! For
you are my rock and my fortress; and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me; you take me out of
the net they have hidden for me, for you are my refuge. Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have
redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.
Hymn

Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above
Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation,
the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation.
With healing balm my soul is filled and every faithless murmur stilled:
To God all praise and glory.
The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing,
an ever present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing.
As with a mother’s tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band:
To God all praise and glory.
Thus all my toilsome way along, I sing aloud thy praises,
that earth may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises.
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and body bear your part:
To God all praise and glory.
Let all who name Christ’s holy name give God all praise and glory;
let all who own his power proclaim aloud the wondrous story!
Cast each false idol from its throne, for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone:
To God all praise and glory.

Mit Freuden Zart
(tune is Trinity, No. 4)

Invocation
We embrace Christ our Savior
Psalter Reading (responsive)

Psalm 37:23-40

If the LORD delights in a man’s way, he makes his steps firm;
though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.
I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging
bread.
They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be blessed.
Turn from evil and do good; then you will dwell in the land forever.
For the LORD loves the just and will not forsake his faithful ones.
They will be protected forever, but the offspring of the wicked will be cut off;
the righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever.
The mouth of the righteous man utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks what is just.
The law of his God is in his heart; his feet do not slip.
The wicked lie in wait for the righteous, seeking their very lives;
but the LORD will not leave them in their power or let them be condemned when brought to
trial.
Wait for the LORD and keep his way.
He will exalt you to inherit the land; when the wicked are cut off, you will see it.
I have seen a wicked and ruthless man flourishing like a green tree in its native soil,
but he soon passed away and was no more; though I looked for him, he could not be found.
Consider the blameless, observe the upright; there is a future for the man of peace.
But all sinners will be destroyed; the future of the wicked will be cut off.
The salvation of the righteous comes from the LORD; he is their stronghold in time of trouble.
The LORD helps them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and saves them,
because they take refuge in him.
Assurance of Pardon

Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV)

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Confession of Faith (unison)

The Belgic Confession, Article 29.3

With respect to those who are members of the Church, they may be known by the marks of
Christians, namely, by faith; and when they have received Jesus Christ the only Savior, they avoid
sin, follow after righteousness, love the true God and their neighbor, neither turn aside to the right
or left, and crucify the flesh with the works thereof. But this is not to be understood as if there did
not remain in them great infirmities; but they fight against them through the Spirit all the days of
their life, continually taking their refuge in the blood, death, passion, and obedience of our Lord
Jesus Christ, in whom they have remission of sins through faith in Him.
Hymn

O Church, Arise
O church, arise and put your armor on;
Hear the call of Christ our captain;
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For now the weak can say that they are strong
In the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of truth
We'll stand against the devil’s lies;
An army bold whose battle cry is “Love!”
Reaching out to those in darkness.
Our call to war, to love the captive soul,
But to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole
We will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials on ev’ry side,
We know the outcome is secure,
And Christ will have the prize for which He died—
An inheritance of nations.
Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet,
As the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet,
For the Conqueror has risen!
And as the stone is rolled away,
And Christ emerges from the grave,
This vict’ry march continues till the day
Ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him.
So Spirit, come, put strength in ev’ry stride,
Give grace for ev’ry hurdle,
That we may run with faith to win the prize
Of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old still line the way,
Retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls and hunger for the day
When, with Christ, we stand in glory.
The Prayers of God’s People and the Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
We respond in gratitude for God’s blessing
The Doxology (Hymnal, pg. 731) and Prayer of Dedication
We hear God speak
Scripture Reading
12

Galatians 4:12-20 (ESV)

Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You did me no
wrong. 13 You know it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first, 14 and
though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an angel of
God, as Christ Jesus. 15 What then has become of your blessedness? For I testify to you that, if possible,
you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I then become your enemy
by telling you the truth? 17 They make much of you, but for no good purpose. They want to shut you out,

that you may make much of them. 18 It is always good to be made much of for a good purpose, and not
only when I am present with you, 19 my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth
until Christ is formed in you! 20 I wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, for I am
perplexed about you.
Sermon

“Labor Pains”

Pastor Bell

We respond to God’s grace
Hymn No. 32

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Runyan

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see:
all I have needed thy hand hath provided—
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Benediction and Three-Fold Amen (Hymnal, pg 740)

Danish

Postlude
------------------------------------------We Welcome and Thank Mrs. Wendy Wickham for providing the music for us this morning.
Our Thanksgiving offering will go to the Mission to North America Mercy Ministries. There are
brochures in the narthex that detail the various ways your special gifts will be used. Mark a pink
envelope “Thanksgiving” or use the Thanksgiving envelope in your 2020 envelopes.
The Nominating Committee will begin its work soon. If you have any recommendations to make for
the offices of Elder or Deacon, or to serve as a Deaconess, please write down the person’s name and the
position you are suggesting and put it in Pastor Ceselsky’s mailbox on the first floor of the Education
building. Pray for God to raise up the leaders of his choosing.

