Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Aisquith Presbyterian Church
December 24, 2017
7:00 PM

Prelude

Christmas Selections
Mrs. Gloria Hague, Director of Music

Call to Worship (7:00 PM)
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. Let earth receive her king! Let every heart prepare him room!
And heaven and nature sing!
This Christmas Eve, we light this white candle as a visible sign that Jesus Christ is at the center of our
lives and at the heart of this church. And we confess together…
We believe in “one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before
all worlds, God of Gods, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us and for our salvation came
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose
again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom
shall have no end.”
from The Nicene Creed

Introit

Once in Royal David’s City

H. J. Gauntlett
Zechariah Wickham, boy soprano

(Hymn No. 225 – The congregation will stand and join in on verses 2-5)
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall:
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.
And through all his wondrous childhood he would honor and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden in whose gentle arms he lay:
Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he.
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above,
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
We shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

*Invocation

The Nine Lessons of Christmastide
Genesis 3:1-15

The First Lesson
God declares in the Garden of Eden that the seed of the

2

woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God
had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in
the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of
the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths.
8
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the
LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14
The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Choir

Awake, My Heart, Be of Good Cheer!

The Second Lesson

arr. Alice Parker
Genesis 22:15-18

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.
15

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have
not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply

3

your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

*Carol No. 195

Joy to the World

Antioch

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing…
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy…
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found…
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love…

Isaiah 7:10-14; 9:2, 6, 7

The Third Lesson

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by the prophet.
10

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep
as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the
LORD to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to
weary men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.
6
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Choir

Advent Cry

Joseph Martin

4

Micah 5:2-4

The Fourth Lesson
The prophet foretells the glory of Bethlehem.
2

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

*Carol No. 201

O Little Town of Bethlehem

St. Louis

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

Luke 1:26-38

The Fifth Lesson
The angel Gabriel visits the Virgin Mary.
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his

5

father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.
37
For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from
her.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

*Carol No. 213

What Child Is This

English Carol

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you:
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary.
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come peasant, king to own him;
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby:
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.

Luke 2:1-7

The Sixth Lesson
The Evangelist tells of the birth of Jesus.

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be

registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Choir

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

arr. Sandra Ford
Luke 2:8-16

The Seventh Lesson
The shepherds go to the manger.
8

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord

6

shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
11
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
12
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby lying in a manger.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Choir

While Shepherds Watched Their Flock

*Carol No. 199

See, amid the Winter’s Snow

Este’s Psalter, 1592
Goss

See, amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below,
See the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years.
Hail, thou ever blessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Lo, within a manger lies he who built the starry skies:
He who, throned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim.
Say, ye holy shepherds, say—what’s your joyful news today?
Wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep?
“As we watched at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light;
angels singing, ‘Peace on earth,’ told us of the Savior’s birth.”
Sacred infant, all divine, what a tender love was thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this!
Teach, O teach us, holy child, by thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble thee, in thy sweet humility.

A Story of Christmas
*Carol No. 203

The Last Straw
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Fredrick H. Thury
Mendelssohn
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Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.

Matthew 2:1-11

The Eighth Lesson
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:
6
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11
And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh.
The Offering of Our Gifts
The Offertory
*Carol No. 230

Concerto In D
Thou Who Was Rich

Giuseppe Torelli
French carol

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, all for love’s sake becamest poor;
Thrones for a manger didst surrender, sapphire paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who was rich beyond all splendor, all for love’s sake becamest poor.
Thou who art God beyond all praising, all for love’s sake becamest man;
Stooping so low, but sinners raising, heav’nward by thine eternal plan.
Thou who art God beyond all praising, all for love’s sake becamest man;
Thou who art love beyond all telling, Savior and King, we worship thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling, make us what thou wouldst have us be.
Thou who art love beyond all telling, Savior and King, we worship thee.

John 1:1-14

The Ninth Lesson
St. John unfolds the mystery of the Incarnation.
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1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2

He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without
him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but
came to bear witness about the light.
9
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Choir

Now Let Ev’ry Tongue Adore Thee

*Carol No. 210

J. S. Bach

Silent Night, Holy Night

Stille Nacht

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child, Holy infant; so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from they holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing alleluia to our King;
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born!

*Benediction
(Please carefully extinguish all candles before you leave your seat!)

Postlude

Concerto in D Allegro

Giuseppe Torelli

A special thanks to all our guest musicians and a very special thanks to Mrs. Gloria Hague our Director of
Music for coordinating our music and musicians.
Join us downstairs for cookies and punch after the service!
Our Christmas Offering will go to the PCA Ministerial Relief Fund.
If you donated a poinsettia for this year’s service, thank you! You may take it home after the service.
The 2018 offering envelopes are in the narthex. If you would like to begin using envelopes for your
giving, please speak to Pastor Bell.
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There will be no Sunday School or Youth Activities next Sunday. Worship will be at 10:30 AM as
usual.

Please pick up your Christmas Cards!

A special thanks to all our musicians…
Gloria Hague, Music Director
Grace Liu, Piano
Sopranos
Edith Brown
Stacia Gallagher
Lucas Hague
Sarah Jones Floyd
Frances Oswinkle
Nancy Pearre
Altos
Jean Evans
Patricia Hengen
Sandy Jones
Tenors
Timothy Johnson
Stuart Jones
George Oswinkle
Bass
David Brown
Ron Brown
Marcus Hague
Buckey Pearre
Jeff Soule
Flute Choir
Teresa Deckard
Stacia Gallagher
Karen Glaser
Gloria Hague
Elizabeth Shilling
Suzanne Worthington
Instrumentalists
Gloria Hague, organ
Rene Hernandez, Trumpet
Timothy Johnson, Trombone
Maria Schwartz, Cello
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