The Lord’s Day
August 18, 2019
10:30 AM
We welcome you to worship today. It is a privilege to have you as our guest.
As you enter the sanctuary, begin to worship quietly with personal prayer.
Please turn off your cell phone and turn your thoughts toward God.

We prepare for worship
Take a moment and meditate on this…
[Revelation 7:17] is a picture of joy and happiness, of deliverance from sin and guilt, of salvation full and free.
It is a scene of life in the fullest sense of the word – to be forever in the presence of our covenant God, who dwells in
the midst of the glorified saints. It is Paradise restored.
Simon Kistemaker

Prelude

Mr. Scott Engel

We praise our great God
*Call to Worship

Psalm 33:1-5

Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him.
Praise the LORD with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre.
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.
For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does.
The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love.

*Hymn No. 521

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

Solid Rock

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.
His oath, his covenant, his blood support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul give way, he then is all my hope and stay.
When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found;
Dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.

*Invocation
We embrace Christ our Savior
Psalter Reading

Psalm 23

(Hymnal pg. 791)

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your
rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Assurance of Pardon

James 1:2-4

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,
for [we] know that the testing of [our] faith produces steadfastness.
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

*Confession of Faith

Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 33
Q. What is Justification?
Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in
his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone.

*Hymn No. 347

The Church’s One Foundation

Aurelia

The church’s One foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is his new creation by water and the Word:
From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued.
Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.
The church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend,
To guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end;
Though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale,
Against or foe or traitor she ever shall prevail.
‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.
Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won;
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
Like them,the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.

Old Testament Reading

Judges 14:8-20

(Pew Bible, pg. 181)

Judges 14:8-20 English Standard Version (ESV)
8 After some days he returned to take her. And he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion, and behold,
there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey. 9 He scraped it out into his hands and went

on, eating as he went. And he came to his father and mother and gave some to them, and they ate. But he
did not tell them that he had scraped the honey from the carcass of the lion.
10 His father went down to the woman, and Samson prepared a feast there, for so the young men used to
do. 11 As soon as the people saw him, they brought thirty companions to be with him. 12 And Samson
said to them, “Let me now put a riddle to you. If you can tell me what it is, within the seven days of the
feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothes, 13 but if you
cannot tell me what it is, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothes.” And
they said to him, “Put your riddle, that we may hear it.” 14 And he said to them,
“Out of the eater came something to eat.
Out of the strong came something sweet.”
And in three days they could not solve the riddle.
15 On the fourth[a] day they said to Samson's wife, “Entice your husband to tell us what the riddle is, lest
we burn you and your father's house with fire. Have you invited us here to impoverish us?” 16 And
Samson's wife wept over him and said, “You only hate me; you do not love me. You have put a riddle to
my people, and you have not told me what it is.” And he said to her, “Behold, I have not told my father
nor my mother, and shall I tell you?” 17 She wept before him the seven days that their feast lasted, and on
the seventh day he told her, because she pressed him hard. Then she told the riddle to her people. 18 And
the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went down,
“What is sweeter than honey?
What is stronger than a lion?”
And he said to them,
“If you had not plowed with my heifer,
you would not have found out my riddle.”
19 And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon and struck down thirty
men of the town and took their spoil and gave the garments to those who had told the riddle. In hot anger
he went back to his father's house. 20 And Samson's wife was given to his companion, who had been his
best man.
Aisquith Life and Opportunities
The Prayers of God's People and the Lord's Prayer (in unison)
We respond in gratitude for God’s blessing
*The Doxology (Hymnal, pg. 731) and Prayer of Dedication
God's Tithes and Our Offerings
The Offertory
The children may dismiss for church-time programs.

We hear God Speak
Text

Revelation 7:13-8:1

(Pew Bible, pg. 871)

Revelation 7:13-8:1 English Standard Version (ESV)
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where
have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out
of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15
“Therefore they are before the throne of God,

and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
17
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
The Seventh Seal and the Golden Censer
8 When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.
Sermon

“The Beautiful Bride”

Pastor Ceselsky

We respond to God's Grace
*Hymn

Beneath the Cross

Getty

Beneath the cross of Jesus I find a place to stand,
And wonder at such mercy That calls me as I am;
For hands that should discard me Hold wounds which tell me, "Come."
Beneath the cross of Jesus My unworthy soul is won.
Beneath the cross of Jesus His family is my own
Once strangers chasing selfish dreams, Now one through grace alone.
How could I now dishonor The ones that You have loved?
Beneath the cross of Jesus See the children called by God.
Beneath the cross of Jesus The path before the crown
We follow in His footsteps Where promised hope is found.
How great the joy before us To be His perfect bride;
Beneath the cross of Jesus We will gladly live our lives.

*Benediction and Three-Fold Amen (Hymnal, pg. 740)

Danish

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little
while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power fore ever
and ever.
Postlude
*Those who are able please stand.
We Welcome and Thank Mr. Scott Engel for playing the organ for us this morning.
Nursery Attendants: TODAY, Judi Mason; NEXT WEEK, August 18th, Mary Ann Kauffman.
This Week at Aisquith
TODAY

10:30 AM
12:00 PM

Worship
Youth Group

THURSDAY

7:00 PM

WIC Book Club

SUNDAY

10:30 AM
Worship
No Youth Group Tonight!
Coming Soon
Sunday, September 8

Rev. Robert E. Bell, Pastor
Rev. John Ceselsky, Assistant Pastor

Impact Pot-Luck Dinner

Manse: 410-444-5111
Mobile: 410-340-4923

