The Lord’s Day
August 25, 2019
10:30 AM
We welcome you to worship today. It is a privilege to have you as our guest.
As you enter the sanctuary, begin to worship quietly with personal prayer.
Please turn off your cell phone and turn your thoughts toward God.

We prepare for worship

Take a moment and meditate on this as you prepare for worship…

The Psalter ought to be a precious and beloved book, if for no other reason than this: it promises Christ’s
death and resurrection so clearly—and pictures his kingdom and the condition and nature of all Christendom—
that it might well be called a little Bible. In it is comprehended most beautifully and briefly everything that is
Martin Luther
in the entire Bible.
Prelude

Mrs. Wendy Wickham, organist

We praise our great God
*Call to Worship (responsive)

Psalm 18:1-3, 46 (ESV)

I love you, O LORD, my strength.
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; my God, my rock, in whom I take
refuge,
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
I call upon the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.
The LORD lives! And blessed be [our] Rock, and exalted be the God of [our] salvation—

*Hymn No. 305

Arise, My Soul, Arise

Arise, my soul, arise, shake off your guilty fears;
The bleeding Sacrifice in my behalf appears;
Before the throne my Surety stands,
before the throne my Surety stands,
My name is written on his hands.
He ever lives above, for me to intercede,
His all redeeming love, his precious blood to plead;
His blood atoned for ev’ry race,
His blood atoned for ev’ry race,
And sprinkles now the throne of grace.
Five bleeding wounds he bears, received on Calvary;
They pour effectual prayers, they strongly plead for me.
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,
“forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,
“nor let that ransomed sinner die!”
My God is reconciled; his pard’ning voice I hear;
He owns me for his child, I can no longer fear;
With confidence I now draw nigh,
with confidence I now draw nigh,
And “Father, Abba, Father!” cry.

*Invocation

Lenox
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We embrace Christ our Savior
Psalter Reading (responsive)

Psalm 80

(Hymnal pg. 813)

Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock;
you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
Awaken your might; come and save us.
Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
O LORD God Almighty, how long will your anger smolder against the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.
You have made us a source of contention to our neighbors, and our enemies mock us.
Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.
You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land.
The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches.
It sent out its boughs to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River.
Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick its grapes?
Boars from the forest ravage it and the creatures of the field feed on it.
Return to us, O God Almighty! Look down from heaven and see!
Watch over this vine, the root your right hand has planted, the son you have raised up for yourself.
Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; at your rebuke your people perish.
Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself.
Then we will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on your name.
Restore us, O LORD God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.

Assurance of Pardon (responsive)

1 Peter 1:3-7 (ESV)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for [us], who by
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various
trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

*Hymn No. 86

The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want

Brother James’ Air

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; he makes me down to lie
In pastures green; he leadeth me the quiet waters by.
My soul he doth restore again; and me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear none ill,
For thou art with me and thy rod and staff me comfort still.
My table thou hast furnished in presence of my foes,
My head thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me:
And in God’s house forever more my dwelling place shall be.

Confession Faith (unison)

The Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 117

What are the prerequisites of that prayer which is acceptable to God and which He will hear?
First, that we from the heart pray to the one true God only, who hath manifested Himself in His Word, for
all things He hath commanded us to ask of Him; secondly, that we rightly and thoroughly know our need
and misery, that so we may deeply humble ourselves in the presence of His divine majesty; thirdly, that we
be fully persuaded that He, notwithstanding that we are unworthy of it, will, for the sake of Christ our Lord,
certainly hear our prayer, as He has promised us in His Word.
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Old Testament Reading

Judges 15:1-10

(Pew Bible, pg. 181)

Samson Defeats the Philistines

15 After some days, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson went to visit his wife with a young goat.

And
he said, “I will go in to my wife in the chamber.” But her father would not allow him to go in. And her
father said, “I really thought that you utterly hated her, so I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger
sister more beautiful than she? Please take her instead.” 3 And Samson said to them, “This time I shall be
innocent in regard to the Philistines, when I do them harm.” 4 So Samson went and caught 300 foxes and
took torches. And he turned them tail to tail and put a torch between each pair of tails. 5 And when he had
set fire to the torches, he let the foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines and set fire to the stacked
grain and the standing grain, as well as the olive orchards. 6 Then the Philistines said, “Who has done
this?” And they said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken his wife and given her
to his companion.” And the Philistines came up and burned her and her father with fire. 7 And Samson
said to them, “If this is what you do, I swear I will be avenged on you, and after that I will quit.” 8 And he
struck them hip and thigh with a great blow, and he went down and stayed in the cleft of the rock of Etam.
9
Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah and made a raid on Lehi. 10 And the men of Judah
said, “Why have you come up against us?” They said, “We have come up to bind Samson, to do to him as
he did to us.”
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Aisquith Life and Opportunities
The Prayers of God’s People and the Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
We respond in gratitude for God’s blessing
*The Doxology (Hymnal, pg. 731) and Prayer of Dedication
God’s Tithes and Our Offerings
The Offertory
The children may dismiss for church-time programs.

We hear God speak
Scripture Reading

Psalm 28

The LORD Is My Strength and My Shield
Of David.

28 To you, O LORD, I call;
my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest, if you be silent to me,
I become like those who go down to the pit.
2
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy,
when I cry to you for help,
when I lift up my hands
toward your most holy sanctuary.
3
Do not drag me off with the wicked,
with the workers of evil,
who speak peace with their neighbors
while evil is in their hearts.
4
Give to them according to their work
and according to the evil of their deeds;
give to them according to the work of their hands;
render them their due reward.
5
Because they do not regard the works of the LORD

(Pew Bible, pg. 393)
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or the work of his hands,
he will tear them down and build them up no more.
6
Blessed be the LORD!
For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
7
The LORD is my strength and my shield;
in him my heart trusts, and I am helped;
my heart exults,
and with my song I give thanks to him.
8
The LORD is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
9
Oh, save your people and bless your heritage!
Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

Sermon

“Safe in the Shepherd’s Arms”

Pastor Bell

We respond to God’s grace
*Hymn No. 655

O Safe to the Rock That Is Higher Than I

Sankey

O safe to the Rock that is higher than I
My soul in is conflicts and sorrows would fly,
So sinful, so weary, thine, thine would I be;
Thou blest Rock of Ages, I’m hiding in thee.
Hiding in thee, hiding in thee—
Thou blest Rock of Ages, I’m hiding in thee.
In the calm of the noontide, in sorrow’s lone hour,
In times when temptation casts o’er me its pow’r,
In the tempests of life, on its wide, heaving sea,
Thou blest Rock of Ages, I’m hiding in thee.
How oft in the conflict, when pressed by the foe,
I have fled to my refuge and breathed out my woe!
How often when trials like sea billows roll,
Have I hidden in thee, O thou Rock of my soul!

*Benediction and Three-Fold Amen (Hymnal, pg. 740)
Postlude
-------------------------------------------

*Those who are able, please stand.
Nursery Attendants: TODAY, Janet Johnson; NEXT WEEK, Sept. 1st Angela Andrade.

This Week at Aisquith
TODAY

10:30 AM Worship
No Youth Group Tonight!

SUNDAY

10:30 AM Worship and the Lord’s
Supper
No Youth Group Tonight!

Coming Soon
Sunday, September 8th 9:00 AM: Sunday School resumes
5:00 PM: Impact Pot Luck Dinner
Sunday, October 27th 10:30 AM: Dr. D. Ralph Davis

Danish
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will be preaching in our morning service
and at the joint Reformation Day Service at 6:00 PM.
Sunday, November 17th Calvin & Geeta Taylor
will be with us for a luncheon and mission’s report after worship.
Rev. Robert E. Bell, Pastor
Rev. John E. Ceselsky, Assistant Pastor

Manse: 410-444-5111
Cell:
410-340-4923

