The Lord’s Day
September 29, 2019
10:30 AM
We welcome you to worship today. It is a privilege to have you as our guest.
As you enter the sanctuary, begin to worship quietly with personal prayer.
Please turn off your cell phone and turn your thoughts toward God.

We prepare for worship

Take a moment and meditate on this as you prepare for worship…
I cannot pray, except I sin; I cannot preach, but I sin; I cannot administer, nor receive the holy sacrament,
but I sin. My very repentance needs to be repented of; and the tears I shed need washing in the blood of Christ.
Bishop William Beveridge

Prelude

Mr. Scott Engel

We praise our great God
*Call to Worship

Psalm 40:1-4a (ESV)

I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew me up from the pit of
destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. He put a new song
in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD. Blessed
is the man who makes the LORD his trust…

*Hymn No. 94

How Firm a Foundation

How firm a foundation you saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
“Fear not, I am with you. O be not dismayed;
for I am your God, and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
“When through the deep waters I call you to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
and sanctify to you your deepest distress.
When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
My grace all sufficient , shall be your supply;
The flame shall not hurt you; I only design
your dross to consume and your gold to refine.
“E’en down to old age all my people shall prove
my sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.
The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”

*Invocation

Traditional American
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We embrace Christ our Savior
Psalter Reading (responsive)

Psalm 40:1-11

(Hymnal pg. 799)

I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry.
He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a
firm place to stand.
He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear and put their trust in the LORD.
Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not look to the proud, to those who turn
aside to false gods.
Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done.
The things you planned for us no one can recount to you;
were I to speak and tell of them, they would be too many to declare.
Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but my ears you have pierced;
burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not require.
Then I said, “Here I am, I have come—it is written about me in the scroll.
“I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”
I proclaim righteousness in the great assembly; I do not seal my lips, as you know, O LORD.
I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and salvation.
I do not conceal your love and your truth from the great assembly.
Do not withhold your mercy from me, O LORD; may your love and your truth always protect me.

*Assurance of Pardon

1 John 1:8-2:2 (ESV)

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Confession Faith (unison)

Westminster Confession of Faith, VIII.1 (Contemporary Edition; ed. REB)

In his eternal purpose God was pleased to choose and to ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten
Son, to be the Mediator between God and mankind. Jesus is the Prophet, Priest and King, the Head
and Savior of his Church. He is the Heir of all things and Judge of the world. God from eternity
gave to Jesus a people, born of him and to be by him in due time redeemed, called, justified,
sanctified and glorified.

*Hymn No. 709

Now I Belong to Jesus

Ellsworth

Jesus, my Lord, will love me forever,
from him no pow’r of evil can sever;
he gave his life to ransom my soul, now I belong to him.
Now I belong to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me,
Not for the years of time alone, but for eternity.
Once I was lost in sin’s degradation;
Jesus came down to bring me salvation,
lifted me up from sorrow and shame, now I belong to him.
Joy floods my soul for Jesus has saved me,
freed me from sin that long had enslaved me;
his precious blood he gave to redeem, now I belong to him.

Old Testament Reading
Micah and the Levite

Judges 17

(Pew Bible, pg. 183)
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17 There was a man of the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Micah. 2 And he said to his mother,
“The 1,100 pieces of silver that were taken from you, about which you uttered a curse, and also spoke it in
my ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it.” And his mother said, “Blessed be my son by the LORD.”
3
And he restored the 1,100 pieces of silver to his mother. And his mother said, “I dedicate the silver to
the LORD from my hand for my son, to make a carved image and a metal image. Now therefore I will
restore it to you.” 4 So when he restored the money to his mother, his mother took 200 pieces of silver and
gave it to the silversmith, who made it into a carved image and a metal image. And it was in the house of
Micah. 5 And the man Micah had a shrine, and he made an ephod and household gods, and ordained one of
his sons, who became his priest. 6 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in
his own eyes.
7

Now there was a young man of Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of Judah, who was a Levite, and he
sojourned there. 8 And the man departed from the town of Bethlehem in Judah to sojourn where he could
find a place. And as he journeyed, he came to the hill country of Ephraim to the house of Micah. 9 And
Micah said to him, “Where do you come from?” And he said to him, “I am a Levite of Bethlehem in
Judah, and I am going to sojourn where I may find a place.” 10 And Micah said to him, “Stay with me, and
be to me a father and a priest, and I will give you ten pieces of silver a year and a suit of clothes and your
living.” And the Levite went in. 11 And the Levite was content to dwell with the man, and the young man
became to him like one of his sons. 12 And Micah ordained the Levite, and the young man became his
priest, and was in the house of Micah. 13 Then Micah said, “Now I know that the LORD will prosper me,
because I have a Levite as priest.”

Aisquith Life and Opportunities
The Prayers of God’s People and the Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
We respond in gratitude for God’s blessing
*The Doxology (Hymnal, pg. 731) and Prayer of Dedication
God’s Tithes and Our Offerings
The Offertory
The children may dismiss for church-time programs.

We hear God speak
Scripture Reading

John 5:1-18

(Pew Bible, pg. 753)

The Healing at the Pool on the Sabbath

5 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem
by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda,[Bethsaida] which has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these
lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed [waiting for the moving of the water; 4for an angel
of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and stirred the water: whoever stepped in first after
the stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease he had]. 5 One man was there who had been an
invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a
long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one
to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.”
8
Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man was healed, and he took
up his bed and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been
healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The
man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who is the
man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been healed did not know
who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the

4
temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.” 15 The
man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 And this was why the Jews were
persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My
Father is working until now, and I am working.”
Jesus Is Equal with God
18

This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

Sermon

“Do You Want to Be Healed?”

Pastor Bell

We respond to God’s grace
*Hymn No. 253 (vv. 1-3)

There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood

Mason

There is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Immanuel’s veins;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains:
Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains.
The dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day;
And there have I, as vile as he, washed all my sins away:
Washed all my sins away, washed all my sins away;
And there have I, as vile as he, washed all my sins away.
E’er since by faith I saw the stream your flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme, and shall be till I die:
And shall be till I die, and shall be till I die;
Redeeming love has been my theme, and shall be till I die.

*Benediction and Three-Fold Amen (Hymnal, pg. 740)
Postlude

Danish

-------------------------------------------

*Those who are able, please stand.
Nursery Attendants: TODAY, Lydia Komenda; NEXT WEEK, October 6th Angela Andrade,
Join us at 9:00 AM for Sunday School! The Adults are considering “The Biblical Response to the Social
Justice Movements” led by Angela Andrade. The children also meet on the second floor.
If you would be willing to help set up for the Lord’s Supper there is a sign-up sheet for 2020 on the
narthex table. If you’ve never set up before, help and directions are available.

This Week at Aisquith
TODAY

10:30 AM Worship
6:30 PM Youth Group

TUESDAY 10:30 AM
SUNDAY

Ladies’ and Men’s Bible
Studies (at Aisquith)

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship & The Lord’s
Supper

Coming Soon
Saturday, October 26th at 8:00 AM Church Work Day
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Sunday, October 27th 10:30 AM: Dr. D. Ralph Davis
will be preaching in our morning service and
at the joint Reformation Day Service at 6:00 PM here at Aisquith
Sunday, November 17th Calvin & Geeta Taylor
will be with us for a luncheon and mission’s report after worship
Rev. Robert E. Bell, Pastor
Rev. John E. Ceselsky, Assistant Pastor

Manse: 410-444-5111
Cell:
410-340-4923

