The Lord ’s Day
October 18, 2020 at 10:30 AM
We welcome you to worship today. It is a privilege to have you as our guest.
As you join us today, begin to worship quietly with personal prayer.
Please turn off your cell phone and turn your hearts and minds toward God.
We prepare for worship
Take a moment and meditate on this as you prepare for worship…
We must be Spirit-empowered witnesses to the world, ready to pay any cost and utterly dependent on God’s power to
accomplish his purposes.
Craig Keener
Prelude

Mrs. Wendy Wickham

Aisquith Life and Opportunities
We praise our great God
Call to Worship

Psalm 9:13-14 (ESV)

Be gracious to me, O Lord! See my affliction from those who hate me, O you who lift me up from the
gates of death, that I may recount all your praises, that in the gates of the daughter of Zion I may rejoice
in your salvation.
Hymn No. 108

Whate’er My God Ordains is Right

Whate’er my God ordains is right: his holy will abideth;
I will be still whate’er he doth, and follow where he guideth.
He is my God; though dark my road, he holds me that I shall not fall:
Wherefore to him I leave my all.
Whate’er my God ordains is right: he never will deceive me;
He leads me by the proper path; I know he will not leave me.
I take, content, what he hath send; his hand can turn my griefs away,
And patiently I wait his day.
Whate’er my God ordains is right: though now this cup, in drinking,
May bitter seem to my faint heart, I take it, all unshrinking.
My God is true; each morn anew sweet comfort yet shall fill my heart,
And pain and sorrow shall depart.
Whate’er my God ordains is right: here shall my stand by taken;
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, yet am I not forsaken.
My Father’s care is round me there; he holds me that I shall not fall:
And so to him I leave it all.
Invocation
We embrace Christ our Savior

Was Gott Tut

Psalter Reading (responsive)

Psalm 16 (ESV)

1

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.”
3
As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.
4
The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of
blood I will not pour out or take their names on my lips.
5
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
6
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.
7
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.
8
I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be
shaken.
9
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure.
10
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.
11
You make known to me the path of life;
In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
2

Assurance of Pardon

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV)

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a
word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these
words.
Confession of Faith (unison)

Westminster Larger Catechism, Q. 90

What shall be done to the righteous at the day of judgment?
At the day of judgment, the righteous, being caught up to Christ in the clouds, shall be set
on his right hand, and there openly acknowledged and acquitted, shall join with him in the judging
of reprobate angels and men, and shall be received into heaven, where they shall be fully and
forever freed from all sin and misery; filled with inconceivable joys, made perfectly holy and happy
both in body and soul, in the company of innumerable saints and holy angels, but especially in the
immediate vision and fruition of God the Father, of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit,
to all eternity. And this is the perfect and full communion, which the members of the invisible
church shall enjoy with Christ in glory, at the resurrection and day of judgment.
Hymn No. 277

Christ the Lord is Risen Today

“Christ the Lords is ris’n today,” Alleluia!
Sons of men and angels say; Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia!
Sing ye heav’ns, and earth, reply. Alleluia!
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Alleluia!

Easter Hymn

Christ has burst the gates of hell: Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids his rise; Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia!
Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia!
Where, O death is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once he died, our souls to save; Alleluia!
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!
Soar we now where Christ has lead, Alleluia!
Foll’wing our exalted Head; Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise; Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!
Hail, the Lord of earth and heav’n! Alleluia!
Praise to thee by both be giv’n; Alleluia!
Thee we greet triumphant now; Alleluia!
Hail, the Resurrection, thou! Alleluia!
The Prayers of God’s People and the Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
We respond in gratitude for God’s blessing
The Doxology (Hymnal, pg. 731) and Prayer of Dedication
We hear God speak
Scripture Reading

Revelation 11:7-14

7

And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will
make war on them and conquer them and kill them, and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great
city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. 9 For three and a half
days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse
to let them be placed in a tomb, 10 and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make
merry and exchange presents, because these two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the
earth. 11 But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on
their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying
to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them. 13 And
at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in
the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.
14
The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.
“Death, Resurrection & Ascension”

Sermon

Pastor Ceselsky

We respond to God’s grace
Hymn No. 5 (HMR)

Hallelujah!

What can separate my soul from the God who made me whole,
Wrote my name in heaven’s scroll? Nothing. Hallelujah!

Boice/Jones

Trouble, hardship, danger, sword brought by those who hate my Lord?
Slander here? Or no reward? Nothing. Hallelujah!
Angels, demons, now or then? Wickedness dreamed up by men?
Persecutions come again? Nothing. Hallelujah!
Victors we’re ordained to be by the God who set us free;
What can therefore conquer me? Nothing. Hallelujah!
We face death for God each day; what can pluck us from his way?
Let God’s people ever say, “Nothing.” Hallelujah!
Benediction and Three-Fold Amen (Hymnal, pg 740)
Postlude
------------------------------------------We Welcome and Thank Mrs. Wendy Wickham for providing the music for us this morning.

Danish

