The Lord’s Day
February 16, 2020
10:30 AM
We welcome you to worship today. It is a privilege to have you as our guest.
As you enter the sanctuary, begin to worship quietly with personal prayer.
Please turn off your cell phone and turn your thoughts toward God.

We prepare for worship

Take a moment and meditate on this as you prepare for worship…
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and
he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.
James 1:13, 14

Prelude

And Can It Be That I Should Gain

Wesley/Campbell
Mr. Scott Engel

We praise our great God
*Call to Worship

Psalm 62:5-8 (ESV)

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him.
He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. On God rests my
salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God.
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.

*Hymn No. 165

Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim

Lyons

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,
And publish abroad his wonderful name;
The name, all victorious, of Jesus extol;
His kingdom is glorious and rules over all.
God ruleth on high, almighty to save;
And still he is nigh—his presence we have.
The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
Ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King.
Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud and honor the Son.
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
Fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.
Then let us adore, and give him his right,
All glory and pow’r, and wisdom and might,
All honor and blessing, with angels adore,
And thanks never ceasing for infinite love.

*Invocation
We embrace Christ our Savior
Psalter Reading

Psalm 1

(Hymnal pg. 785)

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in
the seat of mockers.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.
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Whatever he does prospers.
Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive)

Titus 2:11-14 (ESV)

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all the people, training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for
his own possession who are zealous for good works.

*Hymn No. 559

Father, I Know That All My Life

Morwellham

Father, I know that all my life is portioned out for me;
The changes that are sure to come, I do not fear to see:
I ask thee for a present mind, intent on pleasing thee.
I would not have the restless will that hurries to and fro,
Seeking for some great thing to do, or secret thing to know;
I would be treated as a child, and guided where I go.
I ask thee for the daily strength, to none that ask denied,
A mind to blend with outward life, while keeping at they side,
Content to fill a little space, if thou be glorified.
In service which thy will appoints there are no bonds for me;
My secret heart is taught the truth that makes thy children free;
A life of self-renouncing love is one of liberty.

Confession of Faith (unison)

The Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 28

What advantage is it to us to know that God has created, and by His providence doth still uphold all
things? That we may be patient in adversity; thankful in prosperity; and that in all things, which
may hereafter befall us, we place our firm trust in our faithful God and Father, that nothing shall
separate us from His love; since all creatures are so in His hand, that without His will they cannot so
much as move.

Installation of Officers
Old Testament Reading

Judges 21:1-15

(Pew Bible, pg. 187)

Wives Provided for the Tribe of Benjamin

21 Now the men of Israel had sworn at Mizpah, “No one of us shall give his daughter in
marriage to Benjamin.” 2 And the people came to Bethel and sat there till evening before God,
and they lifted up their voices and wept bitterly. 3 And they said, “O LORD, the God of Israel,
why has this happened in Israel, that today there should be one tribe lacking in Israel?” 4 And the
next day the people rose early and built there an altar and offered burnt offerings and peace
offerings. 5 And the people of Israel said, “Which of all the tribes of Israel did not come up in the
assembly to the LORD?” For they had taken a great oath concerning him who did not come up to
the LORD to Mizpah, saying, “He shall surely be put to death.” 6 And the people of Israel had
compassion for Benjamin their brother and said, “One tribe is cut off from Israel this day. 7 What
shall we do for wives for those who are left, since we have sworn by the LORD that we will not
give them any of our daughters for wives?”
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8

And they said, “What one is there of the tribes of Israel that did not come up to the LORD to
Mizpah?” And behold, no one had come to the camp from Jabesh-gilead, to the assembly. 9 For
when the people were mustered, behold, not one of the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead was there.
10
So the congregation sent 12,000 of their bravest men there and commanded them, “Go and
strike the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword; also the women and the little
ones. 11 This is what you shall do: every male and every woman that has lain with a male you
shall devote to destruction.” 12 And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 young
virgins who had not known a man by lying with him, and they brought them to the camp
at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.
13

Then the whole congregation sent word to the people of Benjamin who were at the rock of
Rimmon and proclaimed peace to them. 14 And Benjamin returned at that time. And they gave
them the women whom they had saved alive of the women of Jabesh-gilead, but they were not
enough for them. 15 And the people had compassion on Benjamin because the LORD had made a
breach in the tribes of Israel.
Aisquith Life and Opportunities
The Prayers of God’s People and the Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
We respond in gratitude for God’s blessing
*The Doxology (Hymnal, pg. 731) and Prayer of Dedication
God’s Tithes and Our Offerings
The Offertory
Wayfaring Stranger

Spiritual arr. David N. Johnson
Jeff Soule, soloist

The children may dismiss for church-time programs.
We hear God speak
Scripture Reading

Genesis 39

(Pew Bible, pg. 30)

39 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain
of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there.
2
The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his
Egyptian master. 3 His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that
he did to succeed in his hands. 4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he
made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. 5 From the time that he
made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s
house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field. 6 So
he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about anything
but the food he ate.
Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 7 And after a time his master’s wife cast her
eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold,
because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything
that he has in my charge. 9 He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back
anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness
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and sin against God?” 10 And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not listen to her, to
lie beside her or to be with her.
11

But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house was
there in the house, 12 she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his
garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 13 And as soon as she saw that he had left
his garment in her hand and had fled out of the house, 14 she called to the men of her household
and said to them, “See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie
with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15 And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice
and cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the house.” 16 Then she laid
up his garment by her until his master came home, 17 and she told him the same story, saying,
“The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. 18 But as
soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.”
19

As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant
treated me,” his anger was kindled. 20 And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison,
the place where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison.
21
But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight
of the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the
prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23 The
keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge,
because the LORD was with him. And whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.
Sermon

“The Faithful Steward”

Pastor Bell

We respond to God’s grace
*Hymn No. 532

Teach Me, O Lord, Thy Holy Way

Penitence

Teach me, O Lord, thy holy way, and give me an obedient mind;
That in thy service I may find my soul’s delight from day to day.
Guide me, O Savior, with thy hand, and so control my thoughts and deeds,
That I may tread the path which leads right onward to the blessed land.
Help me, O Savior, here to trace the sacred footsteps thou hast trod;
And, meekly walking with my God, to grow in goodness, truth, and grace.
Guard me, O Lord, that I may ne’er forsake the right, or do the wrong:
Against temptation make me strong, and round me spread thy shelt’ring care.
Bless me in ev’ry task, O Lord, begun, continued, done for thee;
Fulfill thy perfect work in me; and thine abounding grace afford.

*Benediction and Three-Fold Amen (Hymnal, pg. 740)
Postlude
Onward, Christian Soldiers

Danish
arr. Carol Tornquist

-------------------------------------------

*Those who are able, please stand.
Nursery Attendants: TODAY, Janet Johnson; NEXT WEEK, February 23rd, Christine Clark.
Pastor Ceselsky will have a short meeting at the front of the sanctuary immediately following the worship
service. The meeting is open to anyone who might be interested in participating on a mission trip in 2020.
There is no date or ministry location decided. We would like to get input from those who might be
interested in going on a trip as to where they would like to serve and when they might be available. This
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does not mean that we will be doing a trip, but we wanted to see what interest there might be, and if so
when/where.
The movie “Patterns of Evidence: Red Sea Miracle” Part I will be shown at the Cinemark Towson &
XD on Tuesday, February 18th at 7:00 PM. This Bible-affirming investigation is so large that two films
were required (Part 2 will be shown on May 5th). It’s one of the greatest miracles in the Bible; Moses and
the Israelites trapped at the sea by Pharaoh’s army when God miraculously parts the waters, rescuing the
Israelites and destroying Pharaoh and his chariots. But is there any evidence that it really happened and if
so, where? That’s what investigative filmmaker Timothy Mahoney set out to discover 18 years ago and
now he is ready to share what’s been uncovered; a controversy between two dramatically different
approaches in reading the biblical text. One approach is Egyptian, the other is Hebrew. Both will lead to
two very different conclusions on the location of the Exodus crossing site and the cause of the miraculous
parting of the sea. What do these different approaches tell us about miracles – and what do they tell us
about God?

This Week at Aisquith
TODAY

10:30 AM

Worship

TUESDAY

10:30 AM

Ladies’ and Men’s Bible
Studies
Session Meeting

7:30 PM
WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM
7:15 PM
SUNDAY

Soup & Salad Supper
Lenten Service

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship

Rev. Robert E. Bell, Pastor
Rev. John E. Ceselsky, Assistant Pastor

Manse: 410-444-5111
Cell:
410-340-4923

